
LETTER OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ABOUT THE UTFS IP POLICY

Thank you for your interest in participating in the development of the Universal Transit Farecard Standards ("UTFS").  As you should already be aware, the UTFS is being developed as a royalty-free standard by the American Public Transportation Association ("APTA"), according to the terms of the APTA UTFS Intellectual Property Rights Policy and Procedures ("IP Policy").  While our goal is to achieve as robust a standard as possible through broad participation by anyone interested, before any person or entity can participate in the UTFS standards development process an authorized individual in their organization must sign the acknowledgement below.  After you have had an opportunity to review the IP Policy, please sign and return this acknowledgement to:

Please return or FAX to:
Director – Technical Services
American Public Transportation Association
1666 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006 USA
FAX (+1 202 496 4335)

If you have any questions, please contact Martin Schroeder at mschroeder@apta.com 202-496-4885 or Thomas V. Peacock at tpeacock@apta.com or (202) 496-4805.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Legal Name of Person or Entity (the "Organization"): ______________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

On behalf of the Organization, we have received and reviewed the IP Policy Issued September 1, 2005, and acknowledge that our participation in the UTFS standards development process, and the standard(s) adopted in the course of this process, will be subject to the IP Policy, which is incorporated herein by reference thereto.  We are prepared to sign the Letter of Assurance form accompanying the IP Policy, including option D.1. (for license of essential patents on a royalty-free, reasonable and non-discriminatory basis).  In order to promote sharing of the best technical solutions, we further agree that with respect to information that is obtained from others solely as a consequence of our participation in the UTFS standards development process ("UTFS Information"), no patents will be obtained directly by our use of such UTFS Information.  In the event that any patents are obtained directly by our use of such UTFS Information that are also essential to compliance with the standard(s) adopted shall be licensed on a royalty-free, reasonable and non-discriminatory basis for compliance with the standard(s) for any public transit procurement purpose.
We also understand other participants will be relying on this acknowledgement regardless of whether or not we remain a participant in the standards development process or sign a Letter of Assurance at the conclusion of the standards development process. 

The person signing below hereby certifies that he/she is duly authorized to execute this acknowledgement on behalf of the Organization:

Signature of authorized person: ____________________________________________________

Print name and Title:_____________________________________________________________

Date: __________________________
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